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CEL’s Universal Design Renovation Removes Barriers 
People with Developmental Disabilities are on Equal Ground at the Center for Enriched Living 

 

Riverwoods, Illinois, June 7 – What seemed like a dream not too long ago is now a reality.  The 
Center for Enriched Living (CEL) has literally Opened the Doors for people with developmental 
disabilities with a $3.75 million dollar renovation that incorporated Universal Design 
throughout the building.  CEL, a non-profit organization in Riverwoods, provides social, 
recreational and educational opportunities for youth, adults and seniors with developmental 
disabilities throughout the Chicagoland region.  
 

The Universal Design renovation created a space where everyone – no matter their age or 
ability – can come to CEL and use the building and all the spaces within it equally and as 
independently as they are able.  “Universal Design is aligned with our vision of a future where 
every person with a developmental disability is an equal, valued and contributing member of 
the community,” says Executive Director, Harriet Levy.  “The renovation symbolizes the 
beautiful transformation that can occur when people come together to ensure that everyone is 
included.”    
 
One of CEL’s guiding principles is removing barriers – both physical and attitudinal – so that 
people with developmental disabilities can achieve greater independence and lead more 
fulfilling and meaningful lives.  Removing physical barriers and implementing Universal Design 
within our building was a conscious first step. Showcasing that to the community so they can 
see that difference is second – and equally important.  
 
Universal Design elements throughout the building create an environment where all CEL 
members have opportunities to participate together regardless of their ability level.    And the 
difference has been felt throughout the entire organization.  Long-time CEL member, Alena 
who uses a wheelchair for mobility can now enter independently through automatic front 
doors and throughout the building, whereas before the doors weren’t wide enough to 
accommodate her wheelchair.   The sound clouds and noise absorbent flooring throughout the 
building provide relief for members who have Autism and sensory disorders.  “There’s a 
calmness that now permeates the space now that is conducive for everyone to come together,” 
Levy adds. 
 
“This renovation is the culmination of 8 years of hard work and now we get to see that every 
individual who enters our building belongs,” Levy continues. “We want to showcase to the 
community that this is what should happen throughout society.  The more we include people 
with developmental disabilities, the stronger we all are.”  
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This project would not have come in on time and on budget without the diligent work from our 
team at LCM Architects, Skender Construction and the hundreds of donors who made the 
dream a reality. 
 
Tour the building and see the Universal Difference at our upcoming Annual Meeting 
CELebration: 
 
Annual Meeting CELebration 
Thursday, June 16 
5:30 – 7:30 PM 
 
Join CEL donors, members, volunteers for our annual recognition event that will honor donors 
over the past year and celebrate all the donors who donated to the historic Opening the Doors 
campaign.  A light dinner will be served and guided tours will take place between 5:30 – 6:30 
PM.   
RSVP to Niki Bartosiak at Niki@CenterForEnrichedLiving.org or 847.315.9916. 
 
 
About the Center for Enriched Living 
The Center for Enriched Living exists to enhance and enrich the lives of people with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities – from youth through adulthood. CEL’s programs provide social, recreational 
and educational opportunities for our members in our newly renovated Universally Designed building in 
Riverwoods. More information available at www.CenterForEnrichedLiving.org  
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